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What are your qualifications that make you a strong candidate for delegate? 

I have been working in the schools in some capacity since 2011. I initially began working as an RTI Specialist in 
districts like Compton Unified School District in Compton, CA and Riverside Unified School District in Riverside, 
CA. During my time in these districts, I had direct opportunities to see the impacts that a school psychologist can 
have on a child’s life. As an intern, I worked in Denver Public Schools where I was given the opportunity to 
support the social-emotional development of a large, comprehensive high school. Denver Public Schools had a 
unique concept of a school psychologist and understood the power that we bring to a campus. I attempted to bring 
those lessons to my schools in California, where I worked tirelessly to increase the presence of the school 
psychologist on my campuses so that administrators could not deny the power of having a school psychologist on 
their campus. Although I view my role as a school psychologist as somebody that advocates for students first, I also 
view my role as an advocate for the field of school psychology to be critical. Having worked in schools in states like 
California, Nevada, Colorado, and now Kansas, I have seen firsthand how much of a positive impact a school 
psychologist will have on their campuses. If administrators are given the opportunity to see this impact then the 
hope is they will become indirect advocates for including more school psychologists in their district or agency. After 
leaving K-12, I have worked at increasing the competency of future school psychologists in this region of the 
country. As the only school psychology graduate program in this region, my program is directly responsible for 
ensuring that the school psychologists in our schools are able to navigate the difficulties of our schools. As a 
professor at Pittsburg State University, I am incredibly motivated in supporting the field of school psychology in the 
State of Kansas. Outside my role as faculty at Pittsburg State, I have presented at multiple other colleges and 
universities with the goal of increasing awareness of school psychology in undergraduate students. I hope that doing 
this will help fill the overwhelming gap that currently exists between the current number of school psychologists 
and the number of school psychologists needed in this region of the country (and the country as a whole).  

 


